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    INDUCTIONS    
  Hans Wehmoller   7 September 2004 
  Ian Button    7 September 2004 

Sandy Antonuccio   5 September 2017 
   

    BIRTHDAYS  
Julie Smith    7 September 
Lynn Harrison    16 September 
Regina Murcia    17 September 
Olaf Zalmstra    19 September 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 Beverley and Sandy Antonuccio 15 September 
 
  

 

 
ROTARY’S MOTTO 
IS “SERVICE 
ABOVE SELF”  
 

The object of Rotary 
is to encourage and 
foster the ideal of 
service as a basis of 
worthy enterprise 
and, in particular, to 
encourage and 
foster: 
 
FIRST: The 
development of 
acquaintance as an 
opportunity for 
service. 
 
SECOND: High 
ethical standards in 
business and 
professions, the 
recognition of the 
worthiness of all 
useful occupations, 
and the dignifying of 
each Rotarian’s 
occupation as an 
opportunity to serve 
society. 
 
THIRD: The 
application of the 
ideal of service in 
each Rotarian’s 
personal, business 
and community life. 
 
FOURTH: The  
advancement of 
international 
understanding, 
goodwill and peace 
through a world 
fellowship of 
business and 
professional persons 
united in the ideal of 
service. 

 
 

The Weekly Newsletter of the ROTARY CLUB OF CHELSEA (INC) DISTRICT 9810 
Charter granted 12/10/1954   ABN 19057 610 183  

P O Box 103 Chelsea Vic. 3196 
Normally, our Club meets weekly at the Chelsea RSL Thames Promenade. Chelsea Tuesday Evenings 

6.15pm for 6.45pm start however some meetings are occasionally held online. 
Club Bank Details: Bendigo Bank BSB 633 000     Accounts: 1424 861 33 (Admin.) 1497 181 24 (Fundraising) 

 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1954_in_Australia
https://www.9810rotary.org.au/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1954_in_Australia
https://www.longbeachrsl.com.au/
https://www.bendigobank.com.au/
https://dvsafephone.org/


Guests, family, and friends are very welcome to come to our meetings.   
 

PLEASE book them in by contacting Kevin Harrison 0407 772 225       

Meetings are held at the Chelsea RSL unless otherwise stated.  
 

 

 

CHELSEA ROTARY MEETING  3310        TUESDAY 12TH. SEPTEMBER, 2023 
 

President Simon welcomed Members and a special welcome back to Grant Gittus who was looking very 
well after recovering from a major operation. 
 

FARMERS MARKET  – Noel gave us an update on the last market, Saturday 2nd. September, which was a 
lovely morning, bringing out lots of shoppers.  An estimated 1200 – 1300 had attended, making a good 
total for the gate takings.   The Bar B Que was kept extremely busy selling the egg and bacon rolls.    
Fundraising from the Farmers Market since 2004 is well over $500,000 and this money has assisted many 
community groups who help.    Vic Roads has been contacted by Peter Washington and they have agreed 
to alter the traffic light sequence from the park onto Centre Dandenong Road on market days. This will 
ease the flow of traffic out of the area. 
 

CHRISTMAS TREE BBQ FUND -    Will be held the last weekend in November.    Rotary to assist on the 
Saturday only.   Agreed Bacon and Egg Rolls should be sold and this should be advertised. 
 

ROTARY MEETING AREA – RSL   -   Peter and Simon had met with the RSL Manager to discuss the 
installation of panels to screen and reduce noise to the meeting area.  Peter will design and cost for 
presentation to RSL   The Manager now seems in favour of the suggestion, after a lengthy discussion. 
 

SCOOTER PROGRAME  -   Kevin has received a lot of enquiries for scooters.   To date there are 7 in the field 
and we have 4 more scooters for which we need to find owners.  The Community is becoming more aware 
of this programme. 
 

LIGHTHOUSE FOUNDATION VISIT -   President  Simon visited the Bonbeach House to learn more about the 
wonderful work they do and met with some of the young men currently living there. 
 

BOOK FAIR -  To date we have collected over 2,000 books, but are still looking for further supplies.    The 
Fair will be held on Sat 25/ Sun 26th. November, so please diary these dates. 
 

GRANT GITTUS -  It was great to see Grant and hear about his travels, which were cut short due to a major 
operation requirement.  Unfortunately, Grant fell ill in Germany, and after being hospitalised, had to fly 
home for a major operation.  He is recovering well and we hope he continues to do so.   
 

SMALL GROUP YOUTH ACT  -   Keith and Sandy advised a fundraiser would be held over the Halloween 
weekend, 30th. September.  More details to be advised. 
 

This week we will be discussing new fund-raising ideas. Regina & Peter B will give an update regarding 
District’s International and Foundation meeting which we are attending Sunday 17 Sep. 
 

Next week past Exchange student Selina Helfenstein to visit. Let's all get there. 
Have a good week! 
 
Ian. 

                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Invitation from DV Safe Phone 
 
From: "Nikki Firmin, Head of Corporate and Community Partnerships" <nikki@dvsafephone.org> 
Subject: Invitation to Partner with DV Safe Phone 
Date: 14 September 2023 at 6:40:12 pm AEST 
To: Olaf Zalmstra <info@chelsearotary.org.au> 
 

 

Expression of interest to Partner with Your Rotary Club 

Dear Olaf,  
 
My name is Nikki Firmin, and I serve as the Head of Community and Corporate 
Partnerships at Domestic Violence Safe Phone (DV Safe Phone). I am writing 
today to introduce myself and explore the possibility of forming a partnership with 
Rotary Clubs across Victoria to support victims of domestic, family, and sexual 
violence within your communities.  
 
Our organisation was founded in response to an urgent need within the Australian 
community for mobile phones to aid victims in accessing emergency support. Our 
CEO and Founder, Ashton Wood, initiated a campaign to gather as many phones 
as possible for those in need. However, the scale of demand was much greater 
than anticipated, leading us to establish a charity dedicated to addressing this 
critical issue.  
 
Mr. Wood was astonished to learn that there are over 2 million known victims of 
domestic violence in Australia. Despite living and working in Australia his whole 
life, he had been unaware of the severity of this problem in his own backyard. 
While the number was overwhelming, it was the realisation that behind each 
statistic lies a life at risk, that compelled him to take action.  
 
Our mission is clear: to provide a safe phone to EVERY victim survivor of 
domestic violence. We are reaching out to individuals and organisations who 
share this vision, and we hope your Rotary Club will join us on this journey.  
 
 

mailto:nikki@dvsafephone.org
mailto:info@chelsearotary.org.au


 

The challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic, natural disasters, and the rising cost 
of living have exacerbated domestic violence issues in our community. 
Emergency hotlines and online support are now critical, and access to a working 
mobile phone is often essential.  

Unfortunately, mobile phones are frequently destroyed, taken, or monitored by 
perpetrators, leaving victims without a means to call for help. DV Safe Phone aims 
to address this problem directly.  
 
DV Safe Phone collects, repurposes, and provides mobile devices to victim 
survivors of domestic violence through partnerships with registered charities, safe 
houses, and law enforcement authorities. We are committed to helping all victims 
without prejudice, recognising that domestic violence knows no gender, age, 
sexuality, or creed. To date, we have facilitated the delivery of over 6,000 safe 
phones, directly impacting over 6,000 lives.  
 
The support from the community has been overwhelming, prompting us to 
expand more rapidly than anticipated and seek partners who share our 
commitment to creating a positive community impact at scale.  
 
I have already received expressions of interest and support from various Rotary 
Clubs across Australia, and I am grateful for their championing of our cause.  
 
Rotarians and DV Safe Phone’s Board Chair, Commissioner James Condon 
(Caloundra Rotary Club), and Patrick King of King IT (Caloundra Pacific Rotary 
Club), have played a vital role in advocating and supporting us. Their efforts have 
opened our eyes to the wealth of expertise, networks, and community impact that 
Rotary can bring.  
 
I believe there are three key areas where a partnership with Rotary can 
significantly enhance our efforts:  
 
Collecting Phones: Simply asking your communities for their old phones, then 
sending these to us at PO Box 1440 Mooloolaba QLD 4557 

Collecting Funds: We need funds to test, repair and provide phones with charger 
cables, SIMs and call credit to domestic violence victim/survivors Australia wide. 
Your donations will help save lives. 

Manage Phone Drop Locations: We urgently need volunteer support to manage 
our registered phone drop locations and coordinate the delivery of phones to our 
headquarters in QLD. With over 600 phone drop locations and only two part-time 
staff, we require assistance in collecting phones and aim to deliver 20 or more 
phones annually per club.  
 
In return, DV Safe Phone is committed to making positive contributions to the 
partnership beyond saving lives. We are open to discussing how we can mutually 
benefit from this collaboration.  

 



 

 

 
 

Olaf, should the opportunity arise I’d be delighted to explore the content of this 
letter of approach to partner with you via email or phone. 

Please be aware that I work part-time and will get back to you at my earliest 
convenience. 

Thank you for considering our partnership 
proposal. Together, we can make a significant 
impact on the lives of those affected by domestic 
violence. 

Kind Regards 

 
Nikki Firmin 

Head of Corporate and Community Partnerships 

nikki@dvsafephone.org / P 1300 151 939 / M 0419 776 226 

 
 

P.S. Should you wish to, you can readily explore online a little about who we are, 
the organisations we support and the impact we have achieved to date through 
community partnerships on our website at www.dvsafephone.org 

 

mailto:nikki@dvsafephone.org
http://email.raiselysite.com/c/eJwUyUtuxCAMANDTDEtkg_ktOIwB0yClQwVpo9y-mvVrOXDj4pRk9Il8hIhGHTlAi4XZIqXYQuiCFcmWzh0dFyI1sgFjISFBJECjW2jO2uQ8spTq_Ytg8dhyPntcouv8Vme-71u3v81dfo75Fj3Xl1p5vPt8EdRDzi285sXr-ZDm3_8AAAD__zmUMXw


I encourage you and your club to watch this clip and see first-hand what we do and how we do it. 

 
 

Thanks to our community we are celebrating our latest milestone!  
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CFA Trivia Night Invitation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



  



 
 

 
  

Venue: Longbeach RSL, 4 Thames Ave, Chelsea, 3196 

5th 

Sept
 

General Meeting 

Venue: Longbeach RSL, 4 Thames Ave, Chelsea, 3196 

26th 
Sept

 

Past Exchange student Selina Helfenstein to visit. 

+ Board Meeting Prior at 5.30pm 

Past exchange student Salina from Switzerland will be visiting us. 

Venue: Longbeach RSL, 4 Thames Ave, Chelsea, 3196 

12th 

Sept
 

General Meeting 

 

Updates, Farmers Market, Lighthouse foundation. 

 

Venue: Longbeach RSL, 4 Thames Ave, Chelsea, 3196 

19th 
Sept 

General Meeting 
   

Discussion of new Fundraising ideas & Regina & Peter B will give 

an update regarding districts International and foundation meeting.  

Venue: Longbeach RSL, 4 Thames Ave, Chelsea, 3196 

3rd 
October

 

General Meeting 
 

TBA 

Weekly Program 
Upcoming events 
September 2023 

P.O Box 103, Chelsea, VIC, 3196 
Incorporation No. A0015255N 



 

  



 



 
 



 
 


